
                                                                              

 

 
 
SATURDAY- KEYNOTE                             NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 

9:30 to 10:30                 
                                                                  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Dr. William Dunn 
 
Session Title: Intersection Ahead: Task-Based Language Teaching as a Framework 
for Developing Cross-curricular Competencies 
Session Description: Alberta’s current Ministerial Order on Student Learning is 
centered around cross-curricular competencies that will form the basis for future 
curriculum development in the province. These competencies include problem solving, 
critical thinking, innovation, cultural understanding, and multiple literacies. How can 
these cross-curricular competencies be brought to life in second language classrooms? 
One way is through task-based language teaching, which is organized around “learning 
opportunities” rather than specific “teaching points” (Allwright, 2005).  This keynote 
address will explore how task-based pedagogy offers second language teachers a 
useful framework not only for teaching language in engaging and authentic ways, but 
also for helping students develop a broad range of cross-curricular competencies. 
 
Speaker Bio:  
 
 

 

Dr. William Dunn is an associate professor in the 
Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta. He 
works primarily in the areas of second language 
education, task-based language teaching, and 
addressing language, literacy, and culture across the 
curriculum. He received his PhD from Cornell University 
in 2002, and began working at the University of Alberta in 
2003. 
 

 



                                                                              

 

 
 

SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
10:45 to 12:00                
 
Speaker: Cindy Marleau 
 
Session Title: How to Choose an Educational Travel Company 
 
Target Audience: General 
 
Session Description: What factors should be considered when hiring an Educational 
Tour Company. 
 
Speaker Bio: Having travelled the world independently and with student groups, Cindy 
can honestly say that the experience of a well-planned customized tour is invaluable.  
Your Tour, Your World. 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
10:45 to 12:00                
 
Speaker: Stacy Harper 

Session Title: Second Language Solutions at ADLC 

Target Audience: General 

Session Description: Alberta Distance Learning Centre provides interactive and 
imaginative second language courses based on Alberta’s curriculum.  We offer courses 
in both print and online delivery formats in Spanish, German, Ukrainian and new this 
year and French 10 20 30 online.  Showcased in this presentation will be the new 
programs ADLC offers and how our courses can support teachers to deliver second 
languages to your students, or supplement your existing program. 

Speaker Bio: Stacy started her teaching career in Saskatchewan, teaching French to 
grades 4-12.  Upon moving to Alberta, she added Spanish to her teaching repertoire 
and pursued a MAIS and TESL training.  Stacy has been a second language teacher for 
over 20 years – teaching Spanish and French.  She is currently department head of 
second languages at ADLC.   



                                                                              

 

 
 
 
SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
10:45 to 12:00                
 

Speaker: Andrea Fletcher 
 
Session Title: Here Comes Everyone 
 
Target Audience: General 
 
Session Description:  To promote intercultural awareness among second language 
teachers. 
 
Speaker Bio: Andrea Fletcher is an Association Instructor for the Alberta Teachers 
Association.  She has a bachelor’s degree through RDC in the U of A Middle Years 
Collaborative Program and a masters degree in Educational Studies from the U of A.  
Andrea is passionate about professional development and the opportunity to both share 
the work of the association with Alberta teachers and learn from participants through a 
shared experience  She teaches for the Red Deer Public School District. 
 
 



                                                                              

 

 
 
SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
10:45 to 12:00                
 
Speaker Name: Shannon Ossinger and Patricia Haugland 
 
Session Title: Et Voilà! A French Teacher’s Bag of Tricks 
 
Target Audience: General 
 
Session Description: In this session, teachers will be able to immediately take away 
and bring back to the classroom a wide variety of activities for a broad spectrum of 
student ages. These activities will include many of the following: 

• Google apps and docs 
• iPad activities and uses 
• Teaching through Minecraft 
• Traditional paper-based activities 
• Oral activities 
• Paper booklets 
• iPhone StickPicks 
• Duolingo 
• Bon Patron and 
• Smartboard Apps. 

 
Though this session is geared toward the FSL Grade 1-9 teacher, any language teacher 
can take away the usefulness of these activities to include them in their classrooms. 
 
Speaker Bios: Shannon Ossinger is a teacher with Battle River School Division. She 
has been a FSL, French Immersion and Special Education teacher, focusing on The 
Leader in Me. Additionally, she is a technology-oriented French teacher who brings the 
Internet into the FSL classroom. She is currently President of the SLIC Alberta 
Teachers of French. 
 
Patricia Haugland is a teacher with Edmonton Public Schools. She is an AIM enthusiast 
and seeks to find creative ways to engage students in her French classes. Patricia is a 
graduate of the IISLE Leadership in Languages course, and is vice-president of Alberta 
Teachers of French.   
 
 
 
 



                                                                              

 

 
 
SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
10:45 to 12:00                
 
Speaker: Jesus Blanco 
 
Session Title: Teaching Spanish 
 
Target Audience: Spanish 
 
Session Description: How is the brain formed? How does it work? How can be 
activated? How can be interested? How does it learn? How can be empowered?  What 
are the effects of collaboration and cooperation in language acquisition? 
For first time in history these questions are getting response, based on results of 
neuroscience researching. Its application in the Multilingual learning process is 
revolutionizing the way we manage education globally, giving place to NeuroLearning 
which is focus in the development of strategies for successful learning. 

 
Speaker Bio: Psychologist and Executive Coach. 23+ years of experience managing 
talent, brands and organizations. Currently focus on applied neuroscience to facilitate 
learning, drive change and enhance decision making. Multicultural and multinational 
innovation agent with global mindset and international experience interested in a role 
dedicated to fostering wellbeing, corporate wellness, emotional regulations and 
enhanced communication. University professor, corporate trainer, Social media, Tech 
fan. Fluently bilingual in Spanish and English. Self proclaimed intellectual explorer. 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 



                                                                              

 

 

SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
13:30 to 14:45                
 
Speaker: Zu-yan Chen 
 
Session Title: : From Duality to Unity: Integrating Culture in Language Classes 
 
Target Audience: General 
 
Session Description: Although language teaching has admittedly always contained a 
cultural dimension, language and culture often blend in relatively divergent ways. 
Culture in language learning is often seen as a bonus or hors d’oeuvre, an expendable 
fifth skill tacked on to the teaching of speaking, listening, reading and writing. This 
lecture attempts to present a new approach to cultural integration and immersion. 
Instead of taking culture as a set of behavioral practices or social conditions, this 
approach is intended to identify and gain insights into the very 
fabric of culture that governs personal behavior and directs social dynamics. In addition, 
this approach distinguishes itself by treating the exquisite connection between language 
and culture in a systematic and structured manner. Culture thus becomes the very core 
of language learning, transitioning its role from context to text, and its relation with 
language from duality to unity. 
 
 
Speaker Bio:  
Zu-yan Chen is Professor of Chinese Language and 
Literature and Director of the Confucius Institute of 
Chinese Opera at Binghamton University, State 
University of New York. He holds a PhD from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and a Master’s degree 
from Fudan University in China. He is a recipient of 
SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching 
(2009) and the University Award for Excellence in 
International Education (2013). His research interests 
include pre-modern Chinese poetry and poetics, 
Chinese culture, Confucianism and language pedagogy. 
Chen is the author of seven books and many articles. 
Under his leadership, the Confucius Institute of Chinese 
Opera at Binghamton University, the only one of its kind 
in the world, has developed into a center that introduces 
Chinese language and culture, featuring Beijing opera, 
to colleges and communities nationwide. 

 



                                                                              

 

 
 
 
SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
13:30 to 14:45                
 
Speaker: Lona Ani 
 
Session Title: Communicating with Echos Pro 
 
Target Audience: General 
 
Session Description: Echos Pro, from Pearson Canada, offers a wide variety of 
communicative activities that get students to talk and interact with functional proficiency. 
This program includes print and online resources that inspire teachers and students 
through text, projectable e-books, videos, songs and  learning strategies 
 
Speaker Bio: Lona Ani is a strong believer in the “win-win” that happens when students 
and teachers are engaged in the learning process. A kid at heart, she finds teaching in a 
technology-charged environment exciting and rewarding. 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
13:30 to 14:45                
                
Speaker: Mami Saito 
 
Session Title: Digital Content in Japanese Instruction 
 
Target Audience: Japanese 
 
Session Description: This session will focus on what resources, such as apps, are 
available online and will further look at how these can be most effectively used to further 
learner’s studies in the classroom or at home. Using an iPad and computer this session 
will then demonstrate how digital contents can be used in a language classroom, and 
participants who come to the workshop with an iPad or laptop with a Wi-Fi connection 
will be able to take an active role in the demonstration. 
 
Speaker Bio: Mami Saito is a Special Language Advisor of Japanese Language and 
Culture (sponsored by the Japan Foundation) in International Education Services, 
Alberta Education. 



                                                                              

 

 
 

SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
13:30 to 14:45                
 
Speaker: Olena Hartsula  
 
Session Title: The independent student and the universal teacher in the Ukrainian 
classroom 
  
Target Audience: Ukrainian 
  
Session Description: The session suggests some teaching strategies of educating 
Ukrainian language learners and provides an opportunity for discussion about 
understanding of students' needs and expectations. 
 
Speaker Bio: Olena has been the Ukrainian Language Advisor at Alberta Education for 
2 years. In her previous job she worked in the field of the professional development of 
foreign language teachers at Lviv In-Service Teacher Training Institute, Ukraine. 
 
 

SATURDAY                                                                NOVEMBER 8TH 2014 
13:30 to 14:45                
                
Speaker: Wieland Petermann 

Session Title: Projects in German 
  
Target Audience: German 
  
Session Description: This session will introduce some ideas for classroom use which 
can smoothly help make suitable connections between the German language classroom 
and other subject areas. Examples from geography, social studies, arts, and math will 
highlight the potential for language learning and raising intercultural awareness in the 
entire school environment. 
 
Speaker Bio: Wieland Petermann is currently assigned as the German Language 
Advisor within the International Education Services branch of Alberta Education. His 
position is co-sponsored by the Central Agency for Schools Abroad in Bonn, Germany. 
A native of Leipzig, Mr Petermann graduated from Leipzig University in 1983, which was 
then East Germany. He has been teaching German and English at several high schools 
in his region. 


